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It has been a good year for the Polish Archives of In-
ternal Medicine (Pol Arch Med Wewn). The stand‑
ing of the journal has increased following the an‑
nouncement of our first impact factor (1.367) in 
June 2012.1 It is undoubtedly our great success.
I greatly appreciate the major contribution of 
all reviewers who ensured high‑quality reviews 
despite increased peer‑review load. The names 
of our top reviewers in terms of the number of 
manuscripts evaluated in 2012 are provided in 
the TAbLE.
What has changed in our journal in 2012? First 
of all, Professor Andrzej Szczeklik, the head of 
our Polish Scientific Board and an eminent in‑
ternist, mentor, and researcher in the field of 
aspirin‑induced asthma and atherothrombosis, 
passed away on February 3, 2012. A special is‑
sue of our journal devoted to him was published 
in April 2012. We are grateful for his consistent 
support for our journal.
A new head of the Polish Scientific Board is 
Professor Franciszek Kokot, an outstanding cli‑
nician and expert in renal diseases and electro‑
lyte disturbances.
Since January 2012, we can all enjoy our new 
user‑friendly journal website. In January 2012, 
we planned to shorten our time to the first ed‑
itorial decision to 25 days2; however, much to 
our surprise, the actual average time to first de‑
cision for the entire 2012 was 22.5 days, similarly 
to several high‑impact journals. This success re‑
sults largely from the work of a new Vice Editor‑ 
‑in‑chief, Dr. Grzegorz Gajos supported by ex‑
cellent reviewers and our editorial team. As ex‑
pected, we observed a rising number of submis‑
sions by 64% in the second half of 2012 com‑
pared with the first 6 months. The acceptance 
rate dropped to 36% in 2012. We have decided 
not to recruit Section Editors, postponing this 
change to the year 2014. 
I am proud of the results of the first edition 
of the best student paper award, which were an‑
nounced in March 2012. The three best papers 
were published in the July–August issue of our 
journal.3‑5 The second edition has been announced 
and the submission deadline is March 15, 2013.
A few changes are planned in 2013. First, 
we will further develop the section of “Letters to 
the Editor” not only to offer the readers an oppor‑
tunity to share their comments on the published 
papers but also to publish new findings from pre‑
liminary reports. The latter variant makes it pos‑
sible for us to publish the results in a fast‑track 
mode (within 4 weeks) without compromising 
our quality standards. Another new initiative is 
the “Clinical Image” section. Based on one im‑
age, ranging from a photograph depicting atyp‑
ical skin manifestations of the disease through 
unusual X‑rays or CT scans to laboratory findings 
confirming the diagnosis, a brief clinical presen‑
tation of an interesting case of up to 700 words 
with up to 5 references will be required. We hope 
that this new type of articles will be a substi‑
tute for the “Case reports” section, suspended 
in 2009, and will provide an opportunity to pres‑
ent the rapidly evolving new technologies used 
in the field of internal medicine.
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With a growing support of all internists in 
Poland and other countries, I am confident of 
the continued success of the Polish Archives of In-
ternal Medicine in the year 2013 with a further in‑
crease in the impact factor. It is estimated that 
its value will exceed 1.6 in June 2013. We look 
forward to receiving more submissions of high 
quality.
A happy New Year 2013 to all our readers, au‑
thors, referees, members of the International 
and Polish Scientific Board, our entire editori‑
al staff headed by Małgorzata Wiesner, our pub‑
lisher, Medycyna Praktyczna (MP), and all inter‑
nal medicine specialists.
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